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From the Rector (continued)

bat and ball before falling short in the run chase late in the day. There is a new found determination in this year’s cricket team
and full credit must go to co-captains Ben Fessey and Daniel Caldwell. Their commitment has been a factor in John’s resurgent
reputation in cricket. Freshers Ben Rabjohns and Matt Sunderland are two emerging stars also making a difference. Best
wishes to all sporting teams this year. Rowers are on the water and swimmers are in the pool. Watch this space in coming
weeks as we set out to make a mark on Rawson Cup and Rosebowl sports.

With best wishes,
Michael Bongers
Rector

Above: Mr Michael Hintze and Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC AVO
Governor of New South Wales and Chancellor of the University of Sydney.

Left: Nic O’Connor and Michael Sroba providing entertainment in front of the
Wardell Stairs on Opening Day.

Above: The College Choir performing on Opening Day

Left: Pictured at the Opening Day: Liza Rybak, Michael Hintze and son
David, Michael Bongers and Tom Gillespie.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

THE MAN IN THE CAR PARK IS RUDE
TO ME AND SAYS | NEED A PASS ON
MY DASHBOARD.

| have today put car park passes
for all those who indicated they
had a car in the mail boxes in re-
ception. If you have not received
one, but do have a car, please
email Reception with your Car
registration details and the Make
and Model of your car and a pass
will be made for you to display on
your dash. Proof of registration
details is required.

CAN | PLEASE HAVE A LATE DINNER?

The late dinner process is such:
No later than lunch time on the
day you wish to order a late meal
you must fill out the request form
located in reception.

Between 8.30pm and 9.30pm you
go over to the Cottage (next to
the Hintze Building on Missenden
Road). The rostered RA should be
there to show you where your
dinner is. If the rostered RA is not
in the Cottage, please call 0411
961 746 (internal 591).

Dial *7105 565#
Hang handset up
Changing Voicemail Greeting:

Pick up Handset

Dial 565

Once voicemail answers, dial 3
(Mailbox Management)

Dial 1 to change Personal greeting
Dial 1 to change No answer greet-
ing (there are 3 greetings, No An-
swer, Busy and After Hours for
each mailbox.

If you only record the No Answer

If the man in the Car Park is rude
to you, please remain calm. But, if
you feel you need to report it, he
is employed by Australian Na-
tional Carparks, please contact
them.

ARE WE GETTING A PHONE LIST THIS
YEAR?

Yes, it will be out soon.

greeting it is the default message
and will play if you are busy or if
the system is in night mode. Keep
it simple and do the No Answer
No. Well, yes, but from now on a Only)

replacement key or swipe card
will cost you the replacement
price of the key/swipe card.

1 LOST MY KEY/ SWIPE CARD, CAN
YOU GIVE ME ANOTHER ONE?

“Thank you for calling.....I am un-
available to take your call, so
please leave a message”

HOW DO | SET UP MY VOICEMAIL?

Follow prompts to Record, press-
ing 1 to end, and then remember
to press 2 to Save the new

Turning Voicemail on:
Pick Up Handset

BRAIN TEASER....

Q: HOW LONG WOULD IT TAKE TO GET TO THE NEAREST
STAR IF TRAVELLING 100 MPH IN A CAR?

If you work it out contact Amanda on abainbridge@stjohns.usyd.edu.au
as there may be a prize for the first five who do!

Answer to last week’s question:
NAME 5 JAMES BOND FILMS WHICH HAVE AN F IN THE TITLE...

1. From Russia with love
2. Goldfinger

3. Diamond are forever
4. For your eyes only

5. Quantum of solace
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From the Vice—Rector & General Manager...

It's come to my attention that many
people are grappling with the intro-
duction of the new system for the
provision of extra-curricular internet.
The Cirrus system was introduced
because it provides a lower cost
alternative for students in compari-
son to the University.

There has been some confusion over
the billing arrangements. | have been
assured that students’ credit cards
will not be automatically debited
UNLESS they specifically request this
service via Cirrus’s accounts depart-
ment.

If you believe this is happening and
you have not requested this

service then please contact Ms Terry
King at Cirrus on 1300 552 698 or (02)
4336 2000 (if calling on a mobile
phone).

As with the University system student
payments for data downloads must be
made in advance and can be made in a
number of ways. For “instant” activa-
tion you can go on line http://
shop.cirruscomms.com.au/epages/
cirrus.sf and pay on your credit card or
you can phone Cirrus on 1300 552 698

or (02) 4336 2000 (if calling on a mo-
bile phone) and make a credit card
payment. Students may also use Bpay
facilities but as with all payments
made via Bpay, these will take a cou-
ple of days to be processed.

This new system is there to serve you
— the students — if you are dissatisfied
with any aspect of the service, billing
or otherwise, please let me know.

Ann Messenger

RA Roster Marc
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
1 2 3 4 5 G L
B B 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 a1

Sam Digby is a postgraduate Medical Student at University of Sydney. He lives on 3"
floor Hintze building room 302.

Both of my parents are retired state-school teachers. | grew up near Maldon, in rural
Victoria. We lived a year in the US in Ohio. We then Moved to Melbourne, and | at-
tended Scotch College. After | graduated, | took a year off, worked and then travelled to
Europe. After that, | took a BA at the University of Melbourne. During the degree | had
the time to travel the US again, Central America, and the sub-continent. | am studying
medicine, but have no particular aspirations - | am more interested in the process. |
enjoy listening to, and playing, classical music and jazz, reading, and watching videos.
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From the Dean of Students...

| am happy to report that we have
already received a range of requests
and queries from students seeking
tutorial assistance, as well as some
expressions of interest in providing
tutorials. For those of you who have
not already, | encourage you to com-
plete the electronic form that | will be
providing as a link in an email which
you can expect within the next few
days. If you have any difficulties ac-
cessing this link you can contact me
directly by email or in person. | am
extremely keen to hear from you, so
please do not hesitate to drop in to my
office if you wish to discuss any of
your study or learning requirements.
In order to have tutorials running as
soon as possible your tutorial requests
must be submitted by Wednesday 17
March

Please also have discussions with your
colleagues to raise awareness about
the College Tutorial Programme, so
that we can garner strong demand for
tutorials at College across a broad
range of subjects. | am always inter-
ested to learn about areas of tutorial
need and, of course, any recommen-
dations that you may have regarding
good tutors as a result of your previ-
ous experience. Conversely, | will also
be attentive to any critical feedback
that you may have in relation to poorly
performing tutors. Please come and
see me about any concerns or recom-
mendations that you may have so that
| can work with you to meet your
needs.

Over the past week | have assisted
new students experiencing difficulty
enrolling in certain subjects. In these
cases | have been able to either con-
tact the relevant department directly
to assist students to reach a satisfac-
tory outcome with their course conve-
nors, or have arranged for them to
attend meetings with relevant depart-
mental officers. All students have re-
ported satisfactory outcomes thus far.
Other students have already reported

difficulties with their teachers, citing
reasons such as the lecturers were
incomprehensible, late, ill prepared or
delivering the lecture too quickly. In
all such cases, | will endeavour to as-
sist you to negotiate a satisfactory
dialogue with your department. There
are often a range of options available
to students in these types of situa-
tions. As an experienced academic, |
am well acquainted with most depart-
mental procedures and can work with
you to facilitate a speedy resolution.

At this time, | can not stress enough
the importance of you contacting me
sooner, rather than later, should you
experience any learning difficulties.
Often, students make the ill-chosen
decision to notify their Dean of Stu-
dents, lecturer or tutor at exam time
that they have been experiencing chal-
lenges throughout the academic year.
Often, it is far too late to assist stu-
dents in this scenario. Therefore, |
urge you to raise any important learn-
ing matters with me or your teachers
at your earliest convenience.

Another matter that | wish to mention
to you at the beginning of the aca-
demic year is special consideration.
Unfortunately, some students will ex-
perience hardship as a result of seri-
ous illness, misadventure or other
mitigating circumstances. Should you

happen to find yourself in this posi-
tion, please contact me immediately
so that | can provide advice and sup-
port.

As an academic, one of the greatest
rewards is seeing my students de-
velop intellectually, to see them
inspired and acquire a love for learn-
ing. Education is a fundamental
human right but with that comes
great responsibility. It is my hope
that every one of you develops in to
responsible citizens who will make a
strong contribution to society. We
do not accumulate knowledge for
ourselves or to get a job. Rather, we
gain knowledge so that we can im-
prove humanity. An educated soci-
ety is a civilised society. | will leave
you to reflect on the words of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr, We must rapidly
begin the shift from a "thing-
oriented" society to a "person-
oriented" society. When machines
and computers, profit motives and
property rights are considered more
important than people, the giant
triplets of racism, materialism, and
militarism are incapable of being
conquered.

| wish you all the best for the
academic week ahead.

Dr Liza Rybak

TUTORIAL REQUEST

FORMS ARE DUE

WEDNESDAY 17" MARCH 2010

(next week)

Please refer to your email account to access the link
for this form
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History Hit...

AS we approach St Patrick’s Day and many

" of you celebrate your Irishness, it’s timely to
remember that although St John’s is a Catholic
College and for many means we have identified : "
ourselves as Irish, this is not the historical reality. '-&{-‘S/
In modern times we know that many other
ethnic groups also embrace Catholism and it may be a shock to new
students to hear that St John’s was started by English Benedictines.
Our founding Rector was the Very Rev Daniel Vincent Maurus
O’Connell (1825-1901) who resided over the College’s beginnings
from July 1858 until September 1860 when Dr John Forrest was ap-
pointed the first ‘offical’ Rector. | think it is useful to reflect on our
B past and keep in mind that Catholism is not the exclusive religion of
. the Irish, nor are all Irish people Catholic — but that opens an
completely new debate!

DEAN O’CONNELL, 0.S.B FIRST RECTOR OF Dr Perry Mclntyre
THE COLLEGE, 1859 —60 College archivist & historian

USU TUTORING

THE UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY UNION’S SCHOOL TUTORING PROGRAM PROVIDES
TUITION TO HSC STUDENTS
STUDYING AT LOCAL PRIORITY LISTED (DISADVANTAGED) HIGH SCHOOLS.

THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO SUPPORT STUDENTS IN THE PROGRESSION INTO TERTIARY EDUCATION,
WHILST PROVIDING VOLUNTEERS WITH AN EXCELLENT SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UN-
DERTAKING.

TUTORS PROVIDE AN HOUR ON EITHER MONDAY OR WEDNESDAY BETWEEN 3.30 AND 6.30PM IN HSC
SUBJECT AREAS. TUTORS PICK THE DAY, TIME, AND SUBJECTS WHICH BEST SUIT THEM. ALL TUTORING
SESSIONS ARE HELD ON LEVEL 4 OF THE WENTWORTH BUILDING.

IF YOU’'RE KEEN TO GET INVOLVED, SEE COMMO (ROOM 120), OR EMAIL HIM
ACOM8262@UNI.SYDNEY.EDU.AU
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From the Honorary Dean...

St John’s was founded as an unapolo-
getic Catholic Christian college. This is
not to say that people of other Chris-
tian traditions, faiths or belief systems
are not welcome at John’s. The hope
is that all people of faith or of no faith
may find here a welcoming home.

As a Catholic college the foundation of
our life is the Mass. During semester
Mass is celebrated in the Chapel every
Sunday at 5:30. All are welcome and
encouraged to participate in this cele-
bration which is the longest standing
tradition of the College. If you would
to become a reader or server at Mass
(no previous experience is required)
please email me you details or speak
with me when you next see me
around.

Mass is also celebrated daily at the
local parish of St Joseph’s (near the
corner of Missenden & Parramatta
Rds).

The House is also called to prayer on
Monday and Wednesday evenings
following Formal Dinner. Prayer on
these evenings takes on a shorter for-
mat than Mass and is a good way to
bring the day to a close. It is also more
ecumenical in character.

Monday nights this year will be dedi-
cated to a more contemporary and
free form of prayer. Students and staff

will prepare and lead this prayer. Its
theme may reflect a current issue for
the College community or for wider
society. An example might be a prayer
service for those preparing for exams or
for those suffering as a result of natural
disaster. Those preparing the service
may also chose a theme based on a par-
ticular piece of scripture or other piece
of literature or music. If you'd like to
know more about this, or would like to
volunteer to lead one of these sessions,
please contact me. | am happy to help
in whatever way | can in the prepara-
tion of these services.

Prayer on Wednesday evening is the
traditional Night Prayer of the Church.
Night Prayer is one of the ancient
‘hours’ prayed as part of the Divine Of-
fice. The common hours that are ob-
served are Morning Prayer (Lauds), Eve-
ning Prayer (Vespers) and Night Prayer
(Compline).

Clerics and members of religious com-
munities dedicate various times during
the day and evening for formal prayer.
In this manner the whole day is dedi-
cated to God. While most often ob-
served in religious houses or by secular
clergy the Divine Office is the prayer of
the whole Church: lay, religious and
ordained.

The Divine Office, while having its foun-
dations in the Catholic Church, is prayed

within many Christian traditions.
As such it has a natural history of being
ecumenical and therefore inclusive.

Following on from its successful start
last year the Polding Programme will
continue throughout 2010. Preparations
are currently underway for this pro-
gramme to commence after Easter.

The intent of the Polding Programme,
named after the first archbishop of Syd-
ney and co-founder of St John, Bede
Polding, is to promote religious discus-
sion and formation among members of
the House. The programme will be pre-
sented in various formats such as guest
speakers at Formal Dinners, seminar
inputs, and twilight retreats. More in-
formation about this significant aspect
of College life will be made available
later in the semester.

As the routine of the academic year sets
in all are encouraged to make some or
all aspects of the College’s religious life
part of their routine. The College’s
motto is as relevant today as it was 150
years ago when it was founded: Nisi
Dominus Frustra, without the Lord all is
in vain.

Rev Fr Walter Fogarty

ONE NIGHT A MONTH USYD YOUNG VINNIES TAKES A VAN TO MARTIN PLACE TO PROVIDE SYDNEY’S
HOMELESS LIGHT MEAL AND SOME GOOD CONVERSATION.

EVERY SATURDAY THEY ALSO RUN A BREAKFAST STAND IN PRINCE ALFRED PARK NEAR CENTRAL STATION. BOTH PROGRAMS
ARE A GREAT WAY TO GET A BIT OF AN INSIGHT INTO AUSTRALIA’S HOMELESS EPIDEMIC. NEITHER IS A BIG COMMITMENT.
THERE IS A TRAINING DAY THAT IS COMPULSORY IF YOU WANT TO GET INVOLVED. EVEN IF YOU DON’T, OR AREN’T SURE,THIS
WILL BE GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO GET A TASTE OF THE PROGRAM, WITHOUT NEEDING

TO MAKE ANY COMMITMENT. IF YOU WANT TO GET INVOLVED SEE COMMO (EXT120) OR CLAIRE MASTERS ( EXT 204). OR
EMAIL ACOM8262@UNI.SYDNEY.EDU.AU






